
 

  

 

SUNDAY SERMON SERIES 
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9.06.2020 

The Journey: 

Debt of Love 

Romans 13:8-14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

9.13.2020 

WWJD? 

Heal 

Luke 5:17-26 

 
 
 

 

 

 

9.20.2020 

WWJD? 

Have Compassion 

Matthew 14:13-21 
 

 

 
 

9.27.2020 

WWJD? 

Know When to Withdraw 

Matthew 14:22-26 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 
TRADITIONAL | 9:30 AM 

CONTEMPORARY | 11:15 AM  
 

WEDNESDAY WEEKLY 
WORSHIP - 7 PM 

LOVING ALL. CHANGING HEARTS. TRANSFORMING LIVES. 

FOOTPRINTS 
September 2020 
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STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor      (ext. 104) 
   Rev. John Mars   pastorjohn@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Adult Discipleship/Asst. Pastor                  (ext. 109)   
   Jennifer Hunkovic    adult.ministry@meridianumc.com 
 

Minister of Congregational Care  (ext. 105) 
   Lisa Miller   care@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Minister of Worship Arts   208-608-2520 
   Debbie Jones  worshiparts@meridianumc.com 
   Brian Palmer - Worship Team Leader     

 

Minister of Youth    734-316-9517  
   Nicole Walker   youth@meridianumc.com  
 
 

Minister of Children   (ext. 108) 
   Sharon Allison  children@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Office Manager    (ext. 102) 
   Denise McClung  office@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Receptionist     (ext. 101) 
   Lucinda Dyer   receptionist@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Communications Coordinator  (ext. 103) 
   Elaine Carlson   cc@meridianumc.com 
 
 

Bookkeeper     
    Maria Akers   bookkeeper@meridianumc.com 

 
 

Nursery Coordinator 
    JoAnn Pruett   nursery@meridianumc.com 

 
 

Organist  
    Kristine Ciulla   organist@meridianumc.com 

 
 

Facility Personnel    (ext. 110) 
    Mike Dalton   maintenance@meridianumc.com   (M-Th) 
    Don Woods   dandvwoods@gmail.com (F - Sun) 
 
Systems Admin/Live Stream Coordinator 
     Dan Pruett    Dan@meridianumc.com                208-890-3384                                                       
      
 
 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
 

Administrative Council Chair   David Ray 
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Chair   Jaci Hommel 
Trustees Chair   Bill Ball 
     Systems Administrator   Dan Pruett 
Finance Co-Chairs   Brian Sauer & Lori Jones 
     Treasurer   Lori Jones 
     Financial Secretary   Diane Brister 
Futures Team Chair    Sam Pile 
United Methodist Men President   Ed Emmel 
United Methodist Women President   Dixie Jacky 
Lay Chaplain Coordinator   Faye Gabriel 
Lay Chaplains  Emma Jean Bedsole, Phyllis & Gordon Bouza, Don  
   Brister, Faye Gabriel, Ruth Hayes, Gary Himes, Artie & Ruth Ann  
   Hutson, Dixie Jacky, Jeannine Mars, Lisa Miller, Shirley O’Neal,  
   Carole Ravine, Mary Rich, Carol Rounds, Eloise Stemple      

Health and Wellness  Co-Coordinators     
      Lisa Miller, Sue Mattison 
 
 

CHURCH INFORMATION 
MERIDIAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
240 E. Idaho Ave.  Meridian, ID 83642 
235 E. Pine Ave.  Meridian, ID 83642  - Mailing Address 
Phone:  208.888.2245     Fax: 208.888.5741 
E-mail:  office@meridianumc.com 
Website:  meridianumc.com  
Facebook:  Meridian United Methodist Church 
 

Office Hours: For September 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
To contact Pastor John: 208-895-9855 
 

Prayer & Praise Requests - prayer@meridianumc.com 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
September Sermon Series, Events 
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NEW MEMBERS:  Welcome! 

 

DEATHS: 
Please pray for the families of:  

Jamie Thomas 

BAPTISMS: 
 

August 

Current Church Office Hours 

The Church office is open on Tuesdays from 9:00 
a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 

If you come to the Family Life Center during business 
hours, a face mask is required to be worn in the  
building.   
 

You may also reach us at 208-888-2245 or email us 
at office@meridianumc.com. 
 

You can also contact Pastor John at home.  His 
phone number is 208-895-9855 

Cloth Face Masks Available 

If you would like a cloth face mask, please email your 
request and mailing address to  

CommunityGrace@meridianumc.com. 
 
The face masks will be mailed to you and are available 
on a first come, first serve basis. One mask per person, 
please. 

mailto:CommunityGrace@meridianumc.com
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A Message from Mars 

14 
“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors  

worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
15 

But if serving 
the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,  
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

--Joshua 24:14-15 

 

14 
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 

15 
just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
16 

I have other sheep that are not of 
this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one 
flock and one shepherd. 

17 
The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up 

again. 
18 

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down 
and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

--John 10:14-18 

 

Ever since the coronavirus came to Idaho six months ago, we have been trying to regain our footing. That nasty little 
bug turned everything upside down: our shopping habits, our work and school lives, our religious ceremonies. As 
spring turned into summer, we held our collective breath, hoping against hope that we could gain the upper hand 
again. 

 

Soon summer will fade into fall. The initial shock of the pandemic is long past, and we now expect a long battle  
against our invisible enemy. It is time to stop simply reacting to the unexpected changes and to begin making  
prayerful, conscious choices about how to respond to our new normal.  
 

It all comes down to a simple question, really: What will you focus on during this time? The choice is yours. You can 
focus on the good. You can find a positive path forward despite the circumstances. You can choose to serve God, as 
Joshua did. 

 

No matter what is going on in the world, you have the freedom to choose how you respond. Nobody else can make the 
choice for you. Nothing else – not even situations entirely outside your control – can make the choice for you. You 
choose. And how you choose to respond makes all the difference. 

 

Jesus sets the example in the above story from John 10. He reminds us that no one could take His life from Him. 
 Instead, He chose. He made the choice to lay down His life for all of us. Given His sacrifice for us, why would we 
choose to do anything other than serve the Lord? 
 

In life we always have a choice, and the beauty is in the choosing. When we have experienced darkness, it teaches us 
to prize the light. For example, we grieve when we lose someone close to us, but we can also celebrate that we had 
someone we loved enough to miss! 

 

I urge you to seek out the good each and every day. It is there in every circumstance, just waiting for you to find it  
and sharpen your focus on it. Embrace it, enjoy it, and share it. When you lovingly share your positive attitude with 
someone whose spirits are drooping, you may just change a heart and transform a life! 
 

Grace and Peace and Calm and Wisdom and Hope, 

 

Pastor John 
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MINISTRIES & NEWS 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES 
YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

Back to School or back to the computer??? Either way, the 
kids are starting school this month and I am sure have lots 
of emotions about it. You are not alone. Many of us have 
had to make decisions for our families and what is best for 
our unique situations. I pray your families are doing well 
and transitioning back into a “new norm”.  
 

This summer sure went by fast and I enjoyed seeing all  
the fun pictures of your adventures! The weekly Zoom 
meetings with the Warm Heart Kids have been a joy and I 
will continue this throughout the fall.  
 

So, what’s happening now??? No one knows when we will 
be able to be “in person” again, so I plan on these things: 
 

Fall Kick Off Sunday - September 13
 
- from 1- 2 p.m. 

The church will host a “Drive-By” ice-cream social. The 
staff will be in the alley handing out ice cream and goodie  
bags for anyone wanting to come by. For safety and  
health risks, please do not get out of your car.  
 

Fall Kick Off Zoom Meeting - The staff will have  
individual Zoom meetings for each ministry. This is a 
time to get together and chat about the fall and what  
will be offered. 
 

Pioneer Clubs - Pioneer Clubs will be online this fall. We 
will host a Zoom meeting on Wednesday nights: 6 - 6:30 
p.m. for kids ages 4 -7 years old and 6:30 - 7 p.m. for kids 
ages 8-11years old. We will start with ½ hour increments at 
first and adjust according to needs.  
 

Sunday School lesson plans will continue to be sent 
via email and Facebook. If you are not on the list, please 
let me know so I can add you.  
 

For those who have birthdays this fall, I will be sending out 
special treats. Please make sure to let me know of your 
child(ren)’s birthdays.  
 

You are loved, missed, and prayed for!  
 
Blessings,  
Sharon  Allison 
children@meridianumc.com 

September and the beginning of fall signal a new youth 
group year! Things are definitely different here in fall 2020, 
but the Warm Heart Youth are going to embrace the  
differences. We’ll establish connections, have fun, and 
grow in our faith together online! 
 
Our all-church Fall Kick-Off is Sunday, September 13. Be 
sure to come by the church from 1 - 2 p.m. to pick up some 
materials for the fall! We’ll begin our regular weekly  
meetings after Kick-Off and supply distribution.  
 
Middle School Youth Group will meet on Wednesday nights 
at 6:30 p.m. High School Youth Group will meet on  
Sundays. All meetings will take place on Zoom for the time 
being. 
 
Church is broadcast live on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and  
available all week; instead of Sunday School this fall, the 
youth will tune in to the sermon and have a chance to win a 
weekly drawing for answering a few questions about it. 
Let’s embrace worship with our families! 
 
Communication will be extra key this year. If you’re not  
currently signed up for youth group emails and remind  
notifications, contact me to get in the loop!  
 
With the joy of Jesus, 
 
Nicole Walker 
youth@meridianumc.com 
734-316-9517 
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      CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

MINISTRIES & NEWS 

ADULT MINISTRIES 

Back to school is one of my favorite times of the year. I 
don't know if it's because both of my parents were  
educators, or because I spent many years as a student  
myself. Or most recently, maybe it's from years of back to 
school planning with my own kids (we just returned from 
moving my daughter into a new college apartment). But  
September, Back to School, for me is like January is for  
others. It's a fresh start, a clean slate. Psalm 19:13 (MSG) 
"Clean the slate, God, so we can start the day fresh! Keep 
me from stupid sins, from thinking I can take over your 
work; then I can start this day sun-washed, scrubbed clean 
from the grime of sin". I like to think of going back to school 
as a clean slate and with all the excitement that goes with 
it, but I know this year is different. Whether you are a  
teacher, a student, or a parent, you may be having feelings 
of anxiety, and are overwhelmed by the circumstances we 
find ourselves in, starting a school year in a pandemic. 
Here are some tips to help us all manage stress and  
anxiety. 
 

 Stick to reliable news sources and limit news  
       intake to sources providing new information. 
 

 Take necessary precautions, remain informed and         
aware.                        

 Maintain daily routines and make changes only when 
necessary. Keeping a schedule can be a helpful way to 
keep worry and anxiety in check. 

 Don't completely isolate yourself from others. While 
physical isolation may be necessary if you experience 
COVID symptoms, maintain relationships with friends 
and family. Continue social interaction through 
FaceTime, Zoom, calls, texts or good old fashioned 
note writing. 

 Stay physically active. Be outdoors if you can. 

 Limit screen time: too much time on electronic devices 
can keep you from pursuing healthy activities and can 
add to anxiety. 

Routines of self-care become even more important as we 
navigate a "new normal" with different demands. Let's strive 
to be supportive of one another. As always, if you need 
someone to talk to, I am only a phone call away:  
912-604-8536. I am praying for you daily, and especially for 
all the teachers, students, and parents. 
 

Here is a blessing for you https://youtu.be/0paOY5y4hoI 

Blessings & good health, 
 

Lisa Miller 
care@meridianumc.com 

3 Venues for viewing Sunday Service 

We invite you to worship with us online. Our  
services are live streamed at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays.  
They are also posted on our website, 
www.meridianumc.com, our Facebook page, Meridian 
United Methodist Church, and YouTube to allow you to 
worship at your convenience. While our building is 
closed to keep people safe, the Church of the Warm 
Heart is alive and well!  
 

“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your life? “And why do 
you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field 
grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If 
that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 
today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 
“What shall we eat?” or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 
we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first 
his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about  

tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.”  

                                                          Matthew 6:25-34 NIV  
 

Greetings, Church! It's hard to believe summer is winding 
down and we will soon be in the rhythms of a new season. 
The promise of the crisp cool air and vibrant autumn hues 
inspire me to embrace the transformation and change that is 
all around us. Perhaps we can learn a little from the leaves 
as they simply let go. Maybe this is an opportunity to learn 
how to let go of disappointment, let go of worry and let go of 
expectations. This year has taught me to slow down, live in 
the moment and trust God. In our ladies Bible study, we are 
learning that God's grace is sufficient. Perhaps life isn't as 
we expected, but isn't it wonderful to know that we need not 
worry--God provides!  
 

Blessings, 

Jen Hunkovic 
adult.ministry@meridianumc.com 

https://youtu.be/0paOY5y4hoI
mailto:care@meridianumc.com
https://meridianunitedmethodist.sermon.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Meridian-United-Methodist-Church-153717387462/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCtSOzlmquU
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MINISTRIES & NEWS 
         FINANCIAL NEWS 
 

For General Operations: July 2020           Year-to-Date  

Given $51,725 $365,875 

Need $65,334 $431,042 

Outcome -$13,609   -$65,167  

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

 

These baby quilts were made by Mildred Jacobs and  
donated to children in local hospitals. She has made  
50 quilts since March.  

Quilts for Project Linus 

The Worship Arts Department is hard at work providing the 
best possible worship experiences available during this 
trying time. If you can lead the Affirmation of Faith, read 
Scripture, would like to participate in an all church video 
(like “Jesus Messiah” or “Your Love Feels Like Home”) or 
have a musical offering, please contact Debbie Jones at: 
worshiparts@meridianumc.com. We cannot do this without 
the help of our generous church family! 
 
A HUGE THANK YOU to the Media Team which is  
working many hours a week to provide the best video and 
audio possible in our services. They are: Dan Pruett, Thom 
Juul, Ian Perry, Jacob & Nicole Walker, Denise McClung, 
Jack Akers and Charlie Jones. We are blessed beyond 
measure to have these folks on our team and a part of our 
church family. Is this something YOU would like to be part 
of? Offer your tech skills? We’d LOVE to have YOU join 
us! Email Debbie at: worshiparts@meridianumc.com  
to help. 
 
THANK YOU! 
 
Blessings,  
 
Debbie Jones 
worshiparts@meridianumc.com 
208-608-2520 

As I write this newsletter article for September, I continue to  

marvel at the way our congregation stirs my pride each month. 
We maintain steady giving levels and our expenses continue to 
go down, but we are till in a negative position. After seven months 
of this year, we are down $65,167, which compares very  

favorably to 2019. Our giving was up slightly from last month and 
our expenses were up by a small amount, which explains the 
shortfall. I choose to remain optimistic, but we are approaching 
that time of year when we need to have a strong finish. As I said 
last month, even though we are not meeting, we are still finding 
the will and the means to give to the Church of the Warm Heart. 
 

The improvements to the sanctuary continue, and while I have not 
seen them personally, I have been told that we will be amazed at 
the new look. It will be a joyous day for us when we can join  

together in worship in our renovated space. I have no idea when 
that will be a reality, but until then, I encourage you to worship 
with us online. And I will always continue to say, “Keep those 
tithes and offerings coming!” 
 

To make a gift online, please visit meridianumc.com, click the 
banner for GIVING, and follow the prompts. You may also mail 
your check to the church office at 235 E Pine Ave, Meridian, ID 
8642. If you normally give cash, please consider dropping a 
check in the mail or look into our online giving options. 
 

If you have questions regarding our church finances, please  

contact Lori Jones, Finance Committee Co-Chair, at 
ljones1234@cableone.net, 208-484-6076, or Don Brister,  

Stewardship Chairman, at aggiedon@cableone.net,  

208-871-5221. 

 
Report by Don Brister, Stewardship Chair 

mailto:worshiparts@meridianumc.com
mailto:worshiparts@meridianumc.com
mailto:ljones1234@cableone.net
mailto:aggiedon@cableone.net
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NEWS & MORE  

BOOK NOOK 
by Claudia Moberly 
 
“Living Into Hope”, by Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell, 
was introduced to UMW members by Julie Looney at the 
February luncheon, and her summary whetted my 
interest. This book is one of the older books on this 
year’s Reading List.  It was written in 2010, near the end 
of the Great Recession.  The country’s economy was 
rocky, unemployment was high, and how to solve the 
crisis was a source of divisiveness across the country.  
Does any of this sound familiar today?   
 

Reading this book now made it seem particularly timely, 
and Rev. Campbell’s call for unity, acceptance,  
compassion, and inclusion are as needed now as ten 
years ago.  She reminds us of Jesus’ teachings that we 
are dependent upon one another and that “neighbor” is a 
very big word.  Throughout his teaching, Jesus spoke of 
the necessity for unity; in his eyes, there was no “us” and 
“them,” for we are ALL God’s children.  Being faithful 
followers requires us to love one another.  “Love one 
another, as I have loved you.”  John 13:34 and John 
15:12. 
 

God created humans with a need for community.  Our 
isolation through the COVID-19 pandemic has shown us 
how true this is, and how much we miss one another 
when we are apart.  But reality shows us that living in 
community is not always easy.  Love, forgiveness and 
commitment to the welfare of others are necessary for 
peace, whether within a family, a community, or the 
world.  Pastor John’s recent sermon series on Healthy 
Families touched on all of these.  Intentionally practicing 
love, forgiveness, and investment in all the members of 
our “community” (large and small) can change the world. 
 

This challenging, inspiring, and hope-filled book is  
available on the UMW book kiosk outside the kitchen in 
the Family Life Center.  Checking it out and reading it for 
yourself is one more reason to look forward to gathering 
together once again. 

United Methodist Women News 

Thank You Notes 
Dear church family, 
 
We want to thank all our church family for the cards,  
encouraging words, and memorials. 
 

It was a very difficult time for us losing Renee’s mom. 
Family couldn’t travel, so we couldn’t be together or have 
a funeral. 
 

Our church family was there for us, which made it much 
easier.  
 

Thank you is not enough.  
 

Much love to all of you. 
Renee’ and Gil Green  

Greetings to my UMW sisters in Christ: 
 

The past several months have affected us all in different 
ways.  One thing I believe we have in common is the feeling 
of anxiety and worry about what the days ahead will bring. 
   
United Methodist Women has developed a study for use at 
the summer Mission U programs around the country, called 
“Finding Peace in an Anxious World.”  This 4-part study  
uses the book of Proverbs and “The Serenity Prayer,” as a 
guide to help Christians find their way through anxiety,  
worry, and fear and move towards God’s peace that  
surpasses all understanding.  The four chapters focus on  
different aspects of the prayer – serenity, acceptance, 
courage, and wisdom- and each chapter concludes with 
a spiritual practice to help develop the featured  
characteristic in your life. 
 

We plan to offer this 4-part (4 month) study beginning in 
October. Because we still can’t meet in person, it will be 
conducted as a Zoom call.  The program, as developed, is 
meant to be 60 to 75 minutes.  We will probably meet in 
October and November, and resume in January and  
February.  Perhaps we’ll try in December to have a lunch-
eon in person.   
  

Right now, we can set our own timetable.  Please let me 
know your preference: 
_____Wednesday or Thursday, 8 a.m.,  
_____Wednesday or Thursday, 7 p.m.,  
_____Thursday at 1 p.m.  
 
The book is $10, and we can place a group order or you 
can order it on your own at: 
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/
shopping_product_list.asp?catID=14022 
 

Alternatively, you can order a Kindle version from  
Amazon.com for $5.95 (Finding Peace in an Anxious World, 
edited by Erin James-Brown) 
 

For more information about the study, go to:  https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-
anxious-world  This link includes a companion study guide 
and video supplements. 
 

Looking forward to hearing from each of you about your 
interest in this study for our Fall/Winter UMW programming. 
 
Blessings, Dixie Jacky 
UMW President 

 

 

 

Ladies Retreat 

The 2020 Ladies Retreat to  
Pilgrim Cove Camp in McCall  

has been cancelled. 

Mission U 2020 

https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_list.asp?catID=14022
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_list.asp?catID=14022
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-anxious-world
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-anxious-world
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-anxious-world
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September Events we can celebrate! 

  Please watch the E-Blast and Facebook 

for studies being offered online. 

 

 

       

 

October 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE: 

 
 

Thursday 

September 17  

Submissions may be  

 

e-mailed to Elaine Carlson: 

 

cc@meridianumc.com 

 

or brought by the  

church office. 

Thank you! 

Meridian United Methodist Church 

235 E. Pine Avenue 

Meridian, ID  83642 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR 

Fall Kick Off Sunday   
 

Ice Cream Drive By on Sunday, September 13
th

 

1 - 2 p.m. 

Drive through the alley way to see ministry staff  
and receive a treat. 
 

Please don’t get out of your car. 

Can’t wait to see you! 


